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RECEIVED 

Appl. No. 10/623,484 CENTRAL FAX CENTPP 

Amdt dated Aug. 23, 2005 1 c 1 

Office Action mailed March 23, 2005 AUG 2 3 2005 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT 
AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

IN RE APPLICATION OF: ) GROUP ART UNIT: 2876 

Richard J. Mahany, et al. ) EXAMINER: Diane I. Lee 

APPLICATION NO.: 10/623,484 ) DOCKET REE.: INT-CR-202-04 

FILED: July 18, 2003 ) SUBMITTED: August 23, 2005 

FOR: Ind icator for Communicating System Status Information 

AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE 
TO OFFICE ACTION 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 

In response to the Office Action of March 23, 2005, please amend the above- 
identified application as follows: 

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2 of this paper. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of the claims that begins on page 
3 of this paper. 

General Authorization Under 37 CFR 1.136(a)(3) appears on page 17 of this paper. 
Remarks begin on page 1 8 of this paper. 

An Appendix including the new abstract is attached as the last (unnumbered) page of this 
paper. 
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Appl. No. 10/623,484 

Amdt dated Aug. 23, 2005 

Office Action mailed March 23, 2005 

Amendments to the Specification: 

Please delete the one paragraph Abstract appearing on page 61 of the 
specification, and replace it with the following new Abstract paragraph: 

A method and apparatus for indicating device and system readiness to a user. An 
indicator is located on one or more devices of a data-handling system- The state of the 
indicator communicates the status of the device or system. The indicator can be 
standardized across two or more devices of the data-handling system. The indicator can 
include a single element or multiple elements. 
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AppLNo. 10/623,484 

Amdt. dated Aug. 23, 2005 

Office Action mailed March 23, 2005 

Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims wil] replace all prior versions, and listings, of the claims in this 
application: 

Listing of Claims 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A data handling system, comprising: 

a first data handling device, comprising a housing and a first 

communication component; 

a second data handling device, comprising a second communication 

component capable of communicating with said first communication component; 

[[and]] 

a first readiness light, located on said housing of said first handling 

device; 

a second r eadiness light, located on said second data handling device; and 
wherein said first readiness light and said second readiness lig ht signals 
whether the data handling system is ready for use. 

Claim 2 (original): The data handling system according to claim 1, wherein said first 
data handling device comprises a portable data collection device having a visual display 
component and a user-input component. 

Claim 3 (original): The data handling system according to claim 2, wherein said user- 
input component comprises a touch screen. 
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Appl. No. 10/623,484 

Amdt dated Aug. 23, 2005 

Office Action mailed March 23, 2005 

Claim 17 (original): The data handling system according to claim 1, wherein said first 
readiness light is made to blink to indicate readiness status. 

Claim 18 (original): The data handling system according to claim 1 , wherein said first 
readiness light is made to change color to indicate readiness status. 

Claim 1 9 (original): The data handling system according to claim 1 , wherein said first 
readiness light is essentially continuously ilhiminated to signal that the data handling 
system is functioning properly. 

Claim 20 (original): The data handling system according to claim 1, wherein said first 
data handling device must be successfully powered up and booted up before said first 
readiness light will indicate that the data handling system is ready for use. 

Claim 21 (original): The data handling system according to claim 20, wherein 
communication between said first communication component and said second 
communication component must be established before said first readiness light will 
indicate that the data handling system is ready for use. 

Claim 22 (original): The data handling system according to claim I , wherein said first 
readiness light provides an indication of network connectivity. 
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Appl.No. 10/623,484 

Amdt dated Aug. 23, 2005 

Office Action mailed March 23, 2005 

Claim 23 (original): The data handling system according to claim 20, wherein a 
peripheral component must be operational and detected before said first readiness light 
will indicate that the data handling system is ready for use. 

Claim 24 (original): The data handling system according to claim 20, wherein a 
properly functioning remotely-located device of the system must be detected before said 
first readiness light will indicate that the data handling system is ready for use. 

Claim 25 (currently amended): A computerized device for a multi-device data 
handling system , comprising: 
a housing; 

a computerized processing system, located in said housing; 

a memory component, located in said housing and coupled with said 
computerized processing system; 

a user input component, supported by said housing; 

a device readiness light, located on said housing, to signal whether the 
computerized device and the multi-device data handling system is ready for use; 
and 

a diagnostic routine, stored in said memory componen t, to determine 
whether the multi-device data handling system has successfully completed a setup 
sequence: 

wherein said diagnostic routine signals results via said device readiness 

light. 
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Appl. No. 10/623,484 

Amdt dated Aug. 23, 2005 

Office Action mailed March 23 % 2005 

Claim 26 (original): The computerized device of claim 25, wherein said device 
readiness light comprises a single light. 

Claim 27 (original): The computer ized device of claim 25, wherein said device 
readiness light comprises a plurality of lights. 

Claim 28 (original): The computerized device of claim 25, wherein said device 
readiness light is made to blink to indicate readiness status. 

Claim 29 (original): The computerized device of claim 25, wherein said device 
readiness light is essentially continuously illuminated to signal that the data handling 
system is functioning properly. 

Claim 30 (original): The computerized device of claim 25, wherein the computerized 
device must be successfully booted up before said device readiness light will indicate that 
the computerized device is ready for use. 

Claim 3 1 (original): The computerized device of claim 30, wherein communication 
between the computerized and remotely-located device must be established before said 
device readiness light will indicate that the computerized device is ready for use. 
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Appl. No. 10/623.484 

Amdt. dated Aug. 23. 2005 

Office Action mailed It/larch 23. 2005 

Claim 32 (original): The computerized device of claim 25, wherein said device 
readiness tight provides an indication of network connectivity. 

CTIaim 33 (original): The computerized device of claim 30, wherein a peripheral 
component of" the computerized device must be operational and detected before said 
device readiness light will indicate that the computerized device is ready for use. 

Claim 3-4- (original): The computerized device of claim 31, wherein a properly 
functioning remotely- located device must he detected before said device readiness light 
will indicate that the computerized device is ready for use. 

Claim 35 (original): The computerized device of claim 25, wherein the computerized 
device comprises a portable data collection device having a visual display component. 

Claim 36 (original): The computerized device of claim 25, wherein said user-input 
component comprises a touch screen. 



Claim 37 (original): The computerized device of claim 25. wherein $taid user-input 
component comprises a digitizer screen. 

Claim 38 (original): The computerized device of claim 25, wherein said user-input 
component comprises a keyboard. 



Claim -4-2 (original): The computerized device of claim 25. wherein computerized 
device is an optical indicia reader. 

Claim 43 (original): The computerized device of claim 25, wherein the computerized 
device comprises a radio frequency identification tag reader. 

Claim 44 (original): The computerized device of claim 25. wherein the computerized 
device comprises a personal computer. 

Claim 45 (original): The computerized device of claim 25. wherein, said diagnostic 
routine is initiated from said user- input component. 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 
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Claim 46 (original): The computerized device of claim 25, further comprising a 
plurality of different diagnostic routines, each different diagnostic routine designed to 
check for a different problem 

Claim 47 (original): The computerized device of claim 46, wherein one diagnostic 
routine of said plurality of different diagnostic routines performs a check of a data 
collection system of the computerized device. 

Claim 48 (original): The computerized device of claim 46, wherein one diagnostic 
routine of said plurality of different diagnostic routines performs a check of an 
application software component of the computerized device. 

Claim 49 (original): The computerized device of claim 46, wherein one diagnostic 
routine of said plurality of different diagnostic routines performs a check of a wireless 
security credential of the computerized device. 

Claim 50 (original): The computerized device of claim 46, wherein one diagnostic 
routine of said plurality of different diagnostic routines performs a check of connectivity 
of the computerized device with an access point. 

Claim 51 (original): The computerized device of claim 46, wherein one diagnostic 
routine of said plurality of different diagnostic routines performs a check of an access 
point serving the computerized device. 

11 
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Appl.TMo. 10/623,484 

Amdt. dated Aug. 23, 200S 

Office Action mailed March 23. 2005 

Claim 71 (original): The method of claim 58, wherein the initiated diagnostic procedure 
performs a check of an access point serving the computerized device. 

Claim 72 (original): The method of claim 58, wherein the initialed diagnostic procedure 
performs a check: of a host computer system serving the computerized device. 

Claim 73 (original): The method of claim 58. wherein the initiated diagnostic procedure 
performs a check: of a printer device serving the computerized device. 

Claim 7 A (original): The method of claim 58, wherein the initialed diagnostic procedure 
performs a check, of a peripheral component of the computerized device. 



Claim 75 (currently amended): A computerized device tor ft muUi-d^ data 

handling svslcm . comprising: 

means for housing the computerized device; 

means tor processing computer instructions, located in said means for 
housing; 

means for storing information, located in said means for housing and 
coupled with said means tor processing computer instructions; 

means for inputting information from a user, supported by said means for 
housing; 

means for indicating readiness of the computerized device, located on said 
for housing; and 

15 
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device : 

wherein said first status indicator rmd nirl mcond st*t ^ indi^OX signals 
whether the data handling system is ready tor use. 
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